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Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Why am I Presenting About Papers? 

2

~35 Papers
15 four-page 

papers

7 published

5 
prepublished

3 rejected
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My Published Mental Illness Screening Papers
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Overleaf for Writing Collaboration in LaTeX
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Link for sharing



A Story Starts with a Title
(and a paper also has authors & affiliations)
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Examples of Paper Titles
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Typically, don’t use
abbreviations

Typically, don’t use
contractions
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Author Affiliations

Bottom right corner of first page Underneath title

7



Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Overleaf for Paper Starting Material
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At this venue,
funding is here

Separate \thanks{}
for each university

Combined email
addresses



A Story has a Summary
(A paper has an abstract… and keywords)
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Abstract Outline

Motivation

Problem

Your Approach

Implication

Results
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Abstract Example: Unbalanced
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Great Motivation
And Problem

Approach 
too long

Motivation
too long

Approach 
too short

Missing Implication

Results
Too short
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Abstract Examples: Well Balanced
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Motivation

Problem

Approach

Results

Implication
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Keywords (5) to make paper easier to find
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Watch for venue
specific requirements

Keywords asked for in
submission system
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Overleaf: Abstract and Keywords
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Starts abstract
environment

Ends Keyword
environment



What is in a Story?
(and by extension a paper?)
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Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Story Sections

Data

Methods

Intro Results

Discussion 
and/or 

Conclusion
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Worcester Polytechnic Institute

What is in an Introduction?
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Motivation
Problem 

Statement
Related Work Approach Contributions
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Introduction Examples
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Contributions are
bullet points

Motivation and 
problem

Motivation

Related Work

Problem

Approach
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Overleaf: Bullet Points and Sections  
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\item for each
bullet

Starts bullet
environment

For subsection
heading

May need ‘\’ to keep
special characters

Remains a single
Paragraph
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What is in Data & Methodology?
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Data 
Collection 

and/or 
Dataset

Data 
Preprocessing

Feature 
Engineering

Machine 
Learning

Model 
Evaluation
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Examples of Paper Data Descriptions

Data as a subsection of Methods Data as a separate section
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Specific 
section title

Tables to describe data
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Data, Data Preprocessing, & Feature Engineering
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Feature 
Engineering

Data Labels

Datasets

Participant
Inclusion

Data 
Description

Datasets &
Data Labels

Participant
Inclusion

Data 
Preprocessing

Feature 
Engineering

Data visuals
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Overleaf: Tables & Figures
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Uploaded images Image name here

Caption above

Columns

‘\\’ for new row‘&’ for next cell

Label allows for
Referencing in text
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Machine Learning 
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Goal and 
Overview

Justification
and Methods

Goal and
Methods
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Model Evaluation
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Parameter Settings

Test Set and
Data Balancing

Metrics with
Justification

Not needed 
for accuracy

Test Set and
Data Balancing

Metrics with
Justification
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Methods: Software and Availability
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What are Results?

27

Model
Output

Visualization

Software

User Study

Dataset

Model
Interpretation
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Comparing Different Result Text Formatting
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Subsections Bold textOnly text
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Results Should have Many Tables and Figures
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Table caption above

Figure caption below
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And Even More Tables and Figures
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Figures can span
two columns

Figures can span
one column

Bold the best
values in tables
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What is in a Discussion/Conclusion?
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Goal Approach Main Results
Limitations &

Future Work
Contributions
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Examples of Conclusions
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Goal

Best Results

Approach

Contribution

Future Work

Contribution

Best Results

Conclusion

Best Results

Conclusion

Future Work

Best Results

Justification

Limitation

Future Work
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Examples of Discussion with Conclusion
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Summary of
Results

Compare to 
Literature

Limitation and
Future Work

Goal
Approach

Main Result
Contribution



A Story Ends with 
Acknowledgments
(and references if a paper)
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Acknowledgments After Conclusion
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May need to
mention funding

No ‘also’

Always ‘we’
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Google Scholar to Find Bibliography Entries
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Click cite

Click BibTex

Copy into
.bib file
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References in Overleaf
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Paste references
in .bib file

Create references
before paper end

Calling multiple
References

Use \cite{}
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Half to Full Column of References
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Extra Tips
For papers
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Worcester Polytechnic Institute

Extra Paper Tips

• Find the formatting instructions through venue website

• Find three example papers from venue past years

• Make the writing accessible and formal

• Write more than four pages and then reduce to four page

• Add tables, plots, and bullet points to improve readability

• Make sure plots are greyscale and colorblind friendly
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